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Courts Must

Stop Vindictive

Parents From

family law courts gives vindictive
parents & wespon in custody Bigs
tion that can cause great harm to
children and famibes.
Take the following example:
ok Billy is &t the center
of 2 custody battie wherein his father
alleged that his mother is not emo-
thonally fit to care foc him and he
therefore aeeds % participate more
fully in his child's [e. The father also
contends that he is very closely
bonded with Bty and that separa-

is complete to see whether any
changes should be made-to the
court-ordered schedule. All seems
well. There is only problem: Bily's
mother i not happy with this out-

While the evaluation Is pending,

'aﬂhmadcparm\cxm
teling tim he can no longer see his
chidd and advises him to report to
Dependency Court for a hearing.

Cha

_Custody Battle

P sm——

given warnings nor offered legal
oou&;m«d.w'rgnh to the acbogys ofa
mo is empowered by pre-
emptive jurisdiction, this family is
novs in the dependency

games or rips o get ice areem wich

Dal.
I} illy’s fathgr has ho't been

stopped. nexrly
corapleted custody evaluation s
stalled, and instead 2 new evalustor
frota the Court Panel s
appointed. p e &thcr’: counsel’s
suggestions diat the pending evalus-
tiou be completed and considered

are rey
After the evaluation is completed

m;:nths after the complaint was
made, after By Is inter viewed by
the expert, the

mdhisowncom«ppohundoonn— :

¢, the expert witness finds that the
mother is histrionic and that the
father did nothing wrong, After this

_mmymmm‘mmm :

n:;e.ahe had court: oted
counsel in dependency court.
father was subjected to the ;

sigms
of being accused of harming his

the father,
and it didn’t cost her anything
~appolated

child. Billy was subjected to mrmee-
" essary interrogation while being
ept from his

father, whom he des-

needed.
What these praceedings did -

obtain was the mother’s nearly six

month of exclusive control of her

damage the father-son

No one knaws for certain whether

that can ever be repaired. So

fauch for the child’s best interests.
This Is not 1o say that

which tme she tied o
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